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St. Joseph-Benton Harbor moving to Berrien 
Hills Golf Club as of April 23. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GREETINGS FROM YOUR GOVERNOR 
 

Contents Title: 

A Message from the District 

Governor Message ------------- 1 

Attendance & Presidential 

  Citations...............................2 

RPCS & Ambassadorial 

   Scholars............................3 

Roberts, Bequest Soc........4 

Polio, Club news, 

Musselman.........................5 

PDG Gil, RYLA..................6 

COL.....................................7 

Upcoming Events..............8 

 

 DG Jay Larson 

A Rotary District 6360 Conference That Can Help 

SW Michigan’s Economy 

 
Six years of job loss and one of the highest unemployment areas in the Nation, a MI State 

budget roughly the same as ten years ago with a huge budget deficit, a recent economic study 

showing a decrease in MI population until 2017, etc. and the bad news keeps piling up.   Well, 

at least MI residents are no longer in self-denial.   We must now help ourselves and you can 

get some great ideas to do this from our District 6360 Conference on “Successful 

Communities.”   On May 4
th

 at the Kalamazoo Radisson, you will see how several Michigan 

communities are indeed improving their economies and specifically how they are doing this.   

On May 5
th

 at our conference, you will be exposed to many of the over two hundred 

“Successful Rotary Projects” being done by our district clubs.   This Rotary year, your efforts 

have pumped  millions of dollars into our local communities, helped educate and provide 

recreation areas for our residents, beautified our towns, cities and counties, provided aid to the 

less fortunate and uplifted the spirits of our people.   I am asking each of our clubs to substitute 

its regular Rotary meeting (give two make ups) and have its members be certain to attend this 

relevant and informative conference.   Rotarians, “Lead the Way,” -  go to 

www.District6360Conference.com  and registrar for this conference now!  Please tell any 

District Rotarian you see to do the same, and invite your local officials to attend -  particularly 

on May 4
th

.   This will be a great conference that you will not want to miss!!!!!  

     DG Jay 

http://www.district6360conference.com/
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       Ambassadorial Scholar  Application and Selection 
 
Again, District 6360 has set aside District Designated Funds for Ambassadorial Scholarships.  We have received 
some inquiries, but have received no applications at this time. 
  
Information for both applicants and clubs can be found at www.rotary.org.  When online, go to The Rotary 
Foundation ... Educational Programs ... Ambassadorial Scholars.  There you will find information for the applicant 
including a downloadable application.  Club leaders should read information about those things for which the 
supporting club is responsible. 
  
Our District has supported a full range of scholarships in the past ... Multi Year and Cultural as well as the 
Ambassadorial Scholarship ... and again we will consider all applications.  The Scholarship Committee will chose 
the "best" applicant or applicants from among those received. 
  
Applications should be signed by the nominating club and sent to current Scholarship Chair ... Bill Dimond,  6240 
Nantucket, Kalamazoo MI 49009 as soon as possible ... but not later than August 1, 2007.  Dorilee Schieble will 
become the Scholarship Chair July 1st for the new Rotary year. 
  
The Scholarship Committee will hold interviews late in August or early September.  District candidate applications 
are due at The Rotary Foundation not later than October 1, 2007.  

 
REMEMBER TO GET YOUR GOAL FORMS TO BILL 

DIMOND OR YOUR AG BY MAY 15TH 
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The Rotary Peace and Conflict 

Studies  
 

The Rotary Peace and Conflict Studies (RPCS) Program announces a 

call for applications for the January 2008 program session.  The 
deadline for district-endorsed applications to be submitted to The 
Rotary Foundation for this session is 1 July 2007. 
 

Graduation Announcement  
The 17 members of the January 2007 class graduated on 9 March 2007 and are 
now hard at work applying what they learned through the course.  Please 
contact Michael Pfriem, Alumni Relations Coordinator, at 
Michael.Pfriem@rotary.org to schedule RPCS alumni to speak at your next 
Rotary event! 

 

http://www.rotary.org/
mailto:Michael.Pfriem@rotary.org


 
 
 

Art Roberts honored with Community 
Service Award from Portage Rotary  

Roberts is being honored for his years of volunteer services benefiting 

Portage and the surrounding community. As the recipient, Art gets the 

honor of designating the non-profit organization that will receive a cash 

donation in his name from Rotary and he has chosen to split those funds 

equally between the Portage Senior Center and the Portage Community Outreach Center. 

According to Portage Rotary President Bill Crown, “Each year our Club recognizes one individual in our 

community who has exhibited the true spirit of Rotary International which is "Service Above Self". We 

evaluate a long list of nominations to select one candidate to recognize for their voluntary contributions 

back to Portage. 
He and his wife Betty have been Portage residents for 32 years.  Their community involvement began in 

the 1970’s and have continued to escalate since his retirement. 

 
 

The Bequest Society.  Bequests make up 65% of the overall 
expectancies to our endowment.  Please continue to encourage every 
Rotarian to consider including The Rotary Foundation in their estate 
plans.   

New Bequest Society commitments processed this month                       70  
US$ value of new Bequest Society commitments processed this month           $4,780,000  
Total Bequest Society commitments                                                                          5475  
Total US$ value of Bequest Society commitments                                        $228,747,630  
Average US value of BS commitments                                                                  $41,780  

Keep up the great work!   
With one gift, they can:   

1. Provide a Major Gift The Rotary Foundation and enable long-term support for Foundation 
programs;    

2. Get a tax deduction in the year of the gift, which may be carried over if needed;  
3. Receive lifetime income payments; and  
4. Reduce potential capital gains tax if the gift is highly appreciated stock.  

 If you have additional questions concerning charitable gift annuities with the Foundation, please 
call or 

 write Karena J. Bierman, J.D., Planned Giving Officer, 1560 Sherman Avenue, Evanston, Illinois 
60202, (847) 866-3100, 

 karena.bierman@rotary.org. 
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ew analysis says eradicating polio a better option than 
extended control of the disease 
Boston, MA -- Concerns about the high perceived costs of eradicating the relatively low 

number of polio cases worldwide have led to recent suggestions that it is time to shift from 

a goal of eradication to control—abandoning eradication and allowing wild poliovirus to continue 

to circulate, which proponents of control believe can sustain the low number of cases. In a 

new study, researchers from the Harvard School of Public Health (HSPH) analyzed the costs 

and health outcomes of control and eradication options. They found that the relatively high 

short-term costs of global polio eradication will ultimately be much lower than the long-term 

financial and human health costs required to control polio forever. The study appears online 

April 11 and in the April 21, 2007 print issue of The Lancet. Contact: Todd Datz 

tdatz@hsph.harvard.edu 

617-432-3952 

Harvard School of Public Health 

outh Lansing/Holt Rotary Celebrity Luncheon  was held at the Texas 

Roadhouse restaurant .  A host of  local celebrities took care of the serving duties for the lunch rush. They 
were nice enough to donate their time to take orders and help raise funds for the Rotary club.   Everyone 
helped raise between $13,000 and $15,000 for scholarships that will go towards students at Holt, Lansing 
Everett, or Holt Central high school. 

 

teve Musselman is honored by the 

Lansing/DeWitt Sunrise Rotary Club with 

a Paul Harris Fellow. 

The Lansing State Journal ran a Local Front Page headline article with kudos for Steve 
and lots of wonderful Rotary public relations.  A wonderful tribute to Steve, a most 
deserving recipient and expecially appropriate for our Public Relations Chair!  He is 
currently an Assistant Governor and as the paper put it, a “go-to guy.” 

 
 
 
 

 

elton Area Rotary Club will be hosting Mary Sloan with the Shelter Box 

program.  Please let everyone know they are invited to the Delton High School 

community conference room at 8 AM on Thursday, May 3 to hear about this 

wonderful Rotary project.  You'll also get to enjoy some great home made pastries 

from Simply Sweets here in Delton.  :) 

 

Edward Elsner, President 

Delton Area Rotary Club 

(269) 623-8040 
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An Update on PDG Gil O’Rourke: 
        April 28, 2007 

Hi All, 

 

Thank you for your patience.  I was unable to get a message out while in Chicago - 

sorry.  The surgery to repair the leaky lymph went well.  All should be ok with that.  

Gil has to remain on a "no food" diet for 3 days while the repair heals.  Then, he 

will begin working on oral eating again. 

 

Just spoke with mom tonight and Gil's PIC line (don't know about that spelling) came 

out last night while he was sleeping.  So, today the drs. inserted a new line that 

goes in from his neck to his heart.  His heart did not like this too well and he was 

having irregular heart beats and fluctuating blood pressure issues. Apparently, these 

were both somewhat stabilized by 8ish, this evening.  Needless to say, this appears 

to be another post-op issue that must be overcome for healing to begin. 

 

Obviously, both mom and Gil are tired and weary of "issues".  Kelly, Gil's daughter, 

trades nights with my mom sleeping at the hospital.  They both feel that Gil needs to 

have one of them in his room virtually at all times.  I wish I could help more with 

that.  Kelly does work full time and all of this is quite taxing on her, too. 

 

Still, nothing much to do for either of them just yet.  A young kid from the 

neighborhood is spring cleaning the yard for mom.  I will check in on that and see if 

there is anything any of us can/needs to do.  I am taking care of getting their dock 

and raft put in.  Mom really wants that done so that, when he comes home, Gil can 

recoup in the sunshine on his boat......hopefully soon!!!!! 

 

 
 
 

ROTARY YOUTH LEADERSHIP AWARDS (RYLA) 
 

RYLA is a leadership training program designed for high school juniors 
and seniors.  This year there will be only one session (48 students) and it 
will be held at a new location—the Battle Creek Outdoor Center in 
Dowling, MI.  Each year the clubs of District 6360 sponsor young people 
from throughout southwest Michigan to take part in the RYLA 
program.  The focus of the program is leadership, citizenship, and 
personal development with elements designed to: 

- build on the existing leadership potential of the student, providing them with an opportunity to sharpen 
their leadership skills and put them into practice. 

- Encourage participants to further develop their own talents and abilities. 
- Remind the students that they have a responsibility to their communities and to the world 

The RYLA core curriculum covers:  Fundamentals of leadership; Ethics of positive leadership; Importance of 
communication skills in effective leadership; Problem-solving and conflict resolution; Building self-confidence and 
self-esteem; What Rotary is and what it does for the community. 
 
To find out more about this year’s new RYLA programs and how your club could sponsor a student from your local 
high school, go to www.district6360.com/ryla/index.htm .  You will also find information on how to enroll a student.  
For more information contact:  susanlstuart@sbcglobal.net    
Susan Stuart, Phone: (517) 371-5437 Fax:  (517) 371-4533 
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Council of Legislation 2007 
 

 The 2007 Council on Legislation met from April 22 to April 27 in Chicago. 

 

 There were a total of 337 legislative enactments and resolutions considered.  Enactments are items 

which, when approved, take the effect of changing how Rotary functions; they are changes in the 

constitutional documents of Rotary.   

Resolutions are expressions of Rotarians’ feeling or views on matters, and may be intended as 

referrals to the board for consideration that, if approved by the Council, are considered by the board, and 

may in the future become enactments. 

 

Among items that I believe are of interest are: 

 

Rotary Dues.  Remain at $47 per year in 2007-2008 and increase with one dollar for Rotary years 

2008, 2009 and 2010. 

Attendance.  Minimum level lowered to 50% of meetings in each half year. 

Assistant Governors.  No longer required to attend 30% of home club meetings. 

Proposed Fifth Avenue of Service Rejected. Service to Youth not approved. 

PETS - additional venue for approval of budget.  District 6360 proposal approved. 

Proposed Reinstitution of Annual Monetary Appreciation to President of Rotary. 

Discontinued in 2004, a request to bring back a proposal for the Council in 2010 was not approved. 

 Hindi - approved as additional official language of Rotary.  Eight hundred million speakers of 

Hindi in the world! 

 Russian - approved as additional language for printed materials.  A very majority supported this, 

recognizing the potential for Rotary growth. 

 

 Composed of a representatives from each Rotary district in the world and seated in deliberation 

from morning to evening, the Rotary Council on Legislation is indeed a microcosm of Rotary, and 

participants have a rare insight into characteristics and problems of various parts of the Rotary world.  For 

instance, Latin American Rotarians  look for Rotary International to ensure that a registry is created and 

maintained so that Rotarians whose behaviors have not met the four-way test, are unlikely to be accepted 

into another club.  And, as before, countless proposals on easing attendance rules, including providing 

clubs the option of meeting only every other week. 

 

 Rotary is in transition, growth in membership abroad is growing, and as representation on the 

Board should reflect membership, there will be the need for change.  If the number of directors is kept the 

same, some areas (zones) will lose representation, and this will be fiercely resisted.  Probably at some 

point before 2013, a plan will have to be formulated.  Among the representatives, the Japanese appeared to 

be those who most respected Rotary tradition: to them Rotary and the Four Way Test  is a special privilege 

that is taken very, very seriously. 
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UPCOMING DATES . . . 

 

 

 > May 4-5, 2007, Friday & Saturday, District Conference, Radisson Hotel, Kalamazoo 
> June 17-20, 2007, RI Convention, Salt Lake City, Utah, “Rocky Mountain Rendezvous” 

 

 

DEADLINE FOR ARTICLES FOR THE  NEWSLETTER  IS THE 25
TH  

OF EACH MONTH.   
 

DISTRICT OFFICE INFORMATION:  
LINDA FOSTER, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT ROTARY DISTRICT 6360 AND EDITOR 
316 BEECH STREET 
CHARLOTTE, MI 48813-1006; 517-543-7929; FAX:  517-543-3041; district6360@cablespeed.com  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rotary District 6360 

316 Beech Street 

Charlotte, MI 48813-1006 
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